Residences of Joseph Anthony Smith (aka Giuseppe Antonio Giancola) from 1882 to 1959

Isernia, Italy:  1882 - 1897
Giuseppe Antonio Giancola was born at 5:00 a.m. 19 May 1882, <Birth Register Atti Di Nascita 1882 cover and page one; Birth Certificate, Italian and English translations> to parents Diamante Giancola and Concetta Illuminata Giancola di Genesio in the house located in the hamlet of Indiprete, Castelpetroso, Isernia, Italy.  Giuseppe was presented to the Administration of the Municipality of Castelpetroso three hours after his birth by Donata Forte, a 70-year-old farmer who was a resident of this municipality.  Giuseppe’s father Diamante, a farmer also, was not present for the birth nor the civil registration of his son because of the necessity for him to go out of the area for personal business.

Indiprete (meaning “inside the rocks” in Italian) is one of the small hamlets in the hills of Molise that surrounds the medieval village of Castelpetroso.  Many of the old buildings made of stone are still in existence, and the village of Castelpetroso is well known throughout the world for its famous Sanctuary of Our Lady of Sorrows, the construction of which began in 1890 and was completed around 1975.  One document of deceased Forte relatives written in the early 1990’s recalled that their grandfather worked on the construction of the sanctuary near the turn of the nineteenth century.  <Googlemap of location of Indiprete in Italy; Googlemap of Indiprete boundaries; three Googlemap photos of typical homes on Via Magnolia in Indiprete; map showing relative locations of Sanctuario di Maria Santissima Addolorata, Indiprete, and Castelpetroso; photo of Sanctuario; document written by Forte relative>.

An article about the Sanctuary of Our Lady of Sorrows (Addolorata) describing the circumstances around the construction of this church is presented below.  This time period would have coincided with Giuseppe’s life as a young boy (age 6 – 14) living in Castelpetroso.  It is noteworthy that many Italians included Addolorata/o as part of their newborn’s name at this time.
On this day: Apparition at Castelpetroso
Mar 22, 2011
by Gerelyn Hollingsworth
On this day in 1888, "two countrywomen belonging to Pastine, a hamlet in the diocese of Bojano, in Southern Italy, were sent to look for some sheep that had strayed on a neighboring hill, to which Castelpetroso is the nearest village. One was named Famiana Cecchino, and the other Serafina Giovanna Valentino; the former being a spinster aged thirty-five, and the latter a married woman a little younger. Before long they returned home, crying, sobbing, trembling, and terrified.

"People naturally inquired into the cause of their emotion, and heard from these women that they had seen a light issuing from some fissures in the rocks; and when they approached nearer the spot they saw distinctly the image of the Addolorata--a lady, young, very beautiful, pale, with disheveled hair, and bleeding from the wounds received from seven swords."
The Apparitions and Shrines of Heaven's Bright Queen: In Legend, Poetry and History: From the Earliest Ages to the Present Time, Volume Four, compiled by William J. Walsh, T. J. Carey Company, New York, 1904, page 173.

As the weeks went by, more and more people saw "the Blessed Virgin under the form known as Our Lady of Mount Carmel; others saw her as Our Lady of Grace, others as Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary; but for the most part she appeared as Our Lady of Dolors. Generally, too, she was alone, but sometimes she was accompanied by St. Michael, sometimes by St. Anthony, sometimes by St. Sebastian, and sometimes by troops of angels. Among those who testified to these Apparitions was a well-known scoffer, who received the grace of seeing Our Lady four times in half-an-hour."

Others favored with visions of the Lady were the archpriests of Castelpetroso and Bojano, the bishop of Bojano, his "Vicar-General, and many other ecclesiastics".

A spring appeared, and there was a miraculous cure. In 1890, the cornerstone for the Santuario dell'Addolorata was laid. In March, 1995, Pope John Paul II visited the shrine.  (End of Article)

Brothers and Sisters of Giuseppe Giancola (born 19 May 1882):
The brothers and sisters of Giuseppe included Antonio Nicole (born 23 June 1864 and died at age 1 on 23 November 1865);  Anna Addolorata (born 26 July 1866 and died on 4 October 1866); Libera Addolorato (born 9 October 1868 and death certificate not found); Antonia Filomena (born 10 July 1871 and died at age 1 on 2 Nov 1872; boy Nicola (born 25 December 1873 and death certificate not found); boy Michele (born 26 June 1877 and died at age 2 on 13 March 1879); Maria Immacolata (born 16 Dec 1880 and died 22 Dec 1880); Vincenzo Addolorato (born 14 May 1885 and died at age 2 on 19 Sept 1886).  No other births occurred from 1886 through 1895 for the couple Diamante and Concetta.  Records show they had a total of 9 children from 1864 to 1885, at least six of whom died in infancy, and at least three had Addolorata/o in their names.  The online records for Castelpetroso cover the years around 1800 to 1899.  At least five of the children were deceased before Giuseppe was born, and Vincenzo Addolorato died when Giuseppe was four years old.   <Will continue searching for info on Libera Addolorato and Nicola Giancola.>

Braddock, Pennsylvania:  1897 – 1911
Giuseppe Giancola’s first voyage to the United States was in the year 1897 when he was 14 years old.  He sailed from Naples, Italy to Ellis Island, New York, New York on a steamship called the Chateau Yquem.  Although various records claim that he immigrated in an earlier year, such as 1893 or 1894, there is no evidence to support this.  The Statue of Liberty/Ellis Island records provide information about the passengers and ships that sailed from Naples, Italy to New York, New York during this time period.  The New York Times newspaper also covers the arrival and departure of ships from the port of New York.
The Chateau Yquem sailed from Naples, Italy on 16 April 1897 and arrived in New York on 26 April 1897, shortly before Giuseppe’s 15th birthday.  His father would have been 58 years old (if he were indeed alive at this time), and his mother would have been 56 (Death certificates have not been located yet for either Diamante or Concetta.)  The ship manifesto shows that neither of his parents accompanied Giuseppe on his journey to New York.
A search of the Chateau Yquem was made for The New York Times and The Boston Globe newspapers for the mid- to late- 1890’s.  One in The Boston Globe dated 27 March 1896 mentions that, of the 1,203 Italians on the ship for that particular voyage in 1896 (which included only about 30 women), 400 Italians were detained, having no railway tickets west of Philadelphia which probably indicated that they had no intention of becoming citizens, according to the article.  A man named de Luca of Naples chartered the ship from Funch, Edye & Co., and Commissioner Senner held the latter responsible for not having a contract with de Luca, and so the company had to pay for the expenses of the detained immigrants.  The Chateau Yquem was not considered a reputable steamship and was “practically a tramp steamship.” <The Boston Globe article.>
Several articles in April 1897 in The New York Times posted news about the progress of the Chateau Yquem steamship that Giuseppe was on in 1897, mentioning that it had passed various locations on its way to New York.
The New York Times dated 17 May 1899 has an article about a virulent case of scarlet fever on the Chateau Yquem which had just arrived in New York from Mediterranean ports.  The three-year-old child was not diagnosed until after leaving the ship, and he and his family had mingled with the other passengers on the steamship during the voyage, exposing many to the dangers of the scarlet fever. <The New York Times article>  The risk of contracting diseases on the voyages was high.  Fortunately, Giuseppe was only on the April 1897 Chateau Yquem voyage which did not report a massive detention of Italian passengers nor any cases of scarlet fever.
The National Archives Microfilm Publications <copy of sheet from National Archives Microfilm Publications> shows the vessel named Chateau Yquem, with the port of embarkation Naples, the date of arrival as April 26, 1897, and the number as 553.  Giuseppe (Gppi. Antonio Giancola) is listed as passenger #160 out of 1,522.  His ID number was 102899050347.  His destination is listed as New York.  The Liberty Ellis Island Foundation <Liberty Ellis Island> says that the ship was built in 1883 in France, weighing 4,211 gross tons, 386 (BP) feet long, 41 feet wide.  “One funnel, three masts, iron construction.”  Service speed 13 knots.  1,250 passengers (50 first class, 1,200 third class.
This picture of the Chateau Yquem <picture of Chateau Yquem> was purchased from the LibertyEllisFoundation.org website.  The passenger manifest shows three individuals from the same town of Castelpetroso as Giuseppe who may have been relatives traveling to New York also:  Cicchino (age 21), Pasquale Cifelli (age 23), and Farro (age 44).  All but Cicchino were listed as able to read and write.  Each had one piece of baggage and occupied a forward position on the steamship.  <Chateau Yquem Passenger Manifest>
It is most likely that Giuseppe made his way to the Braddock area of western Pennsylvania to begin work there because the opportunities were abundant.  In the 1900 U.S. Federal Census for Pennsylvania there is a listing for someone as a boarder at 307 Tenth Street with the last name of Giancola and the first name that looks like it could have started out being Giu (seppe) and was overwritten by something that could look like Antonio.  The age and birthdate are overwritten also.  The owner of the house was named Nicola D’Amore, who was also of Italian descent. <1900 Federal Census, Pennsylvania>

The second relevant record of travel, the passenger manifest of the Prinz Oscar, shows that Giuseppe at age 21 traveled from 15 October 1903 to 31 October 1903 from Naples to New York with his destination being listed as Braddock, PA to live with Peter Paul, who was not a relative, at 4 Tenth Street in Braddock, PA.  Giuseppe did not yet have a ticket to his final destination.  (Pietro Paolo was born in May 1866 in Italy and was 34 at the time of the 1900 Census.  Peter immigrated to the US in 1890, married, and had a large size family.  Braddock City directories and the 1900 and 1910 Censuses show him living at 4 Tenth Street for the years 1900, 1902, 1903, and 1910. The 1920 Census shows Peter as an electrician living at 410 Talbot Ave about a half mile from his previous home.)  It is unclear whether or how long Giuseppe lived with Peter Paul and his family at the 4 Tenth Street address, but it is reasonable that he could have moved there after boarding at 307 Tenth Street with D’Amore:  the two addresses were only a distance of .2 miles apart.  Both locations were close to the US STEEL Edgar Thomson Works, 152 11th St, Braddock, PA 15104.    Giuseppe probably learned a lot to further his knowledge as an electrician both from his job and the man from whom he rented his residence. <Braddock, PA city directories 1902-1903, 1906 for Peter Paul>
The passenger manifest for the Prinz Oscar mentions that Giuseppe can read and write English and is an electrician who has been living in PA from 1896 to 1903.  (This should be 1897 to 1903 because a thorough investigation of passenger lists revealed no such trip in 1896 with a passenger named Giuseppe Giancola.  As mentioned above, the passenger manifest for the Chateau Yquem shows 1897 as the time of departure for Giuseppe from Naples.)  The manifest indicates that Giuseppe had paid for his passage by himself and had $20 in his possession.  He had not been in prison nor an almshouse, and was not supported by charity.  He was not deformed or crippled.  <Passenger Manifest of Prinz Oscar>  
The ship Prinz Oscar was described as “…a 6,026 gross ton ship, built in 1902 by Bremer Valkan, Vegesack for the Hamburg America Line of Hamburg.  Her details were—length 403.4 ft x beam 49.2 ft, one funnel, two masts, twin screw and a speed of 13 knots.  There was capacity for 60 1st and 1,200 3rd class passengers.  Launched on 15 December 1902 she commenced her first Genoa – Naples – New York voyage, and started her last voyage on this service on 29 June 1906.”  <photo of ship Prinz Oscar>

The Petition for Naturalization for Giuseppe Giancola in the Western District of Pennsylvania is dated 17 May 1905, and has his birthdate as 19 May 1882, with the place of landing as New York and his occupation as an electrician.  It says that he is a native of Italy.  His address in 1905 is listed as #126 Clairton, PA and Adolorato Fato is his witness.  Note that Giuseppe’s last name is misspelled on the application as Gioncola. <Petition for Naturalization>
Another document showing residence of Giuseppe Giancola is his 4 March 1907 Application for Passport, in which it is stated that he is a naturalized and loyal citizen of the United States, was born at Castelpetroso, Italy on 19 May 1882, emigrated to the United States, sailing on board the French American line (actually, it was the Chateau Yquem mentioned above) from Naples.  He says that he lived uninterruptedly in the United States from 1894 to 1907.  (This is incorrect.  It should be 1897 instead of 1894.)  He lived at Braddock and Monongahela, Pennsylvania during this time, and his permanent residence he states as Monongahela City, PA.  His plan was to travel abroad and return to the United States by 1908 with his future wife Cleonice.  He is described as being 24 years old, 5 feet 6 ½ inches, with a regular mustache and a smooth square chin, a high forehead, blue eyes, a pointed, heavy nose, light, thin hair, a clear complexion, and a long, medium face.  He lists his current address in 1907 as 301 Park Avenue, Monongahela City, PA. <Application for Passport>
The third passenger arrival list is for the trip dated 26 May 1907 to 10 June 1907, on the ship Nord America when Giuseppe was 25 years old.  His actions indicate that his plan was to go to Italy to marry Cleonice Mastrantuoni and then bring her back to Pennsylvania to start a new life in America.  He obtained his naturalization papers in 1905 in Pennsylvania before getting married. By doing this, it would allow Cleonice to be an American citizen automatically once they were married and back in the states:  she could avoid having to apply for citizenship for herself and did not have to learn English to become a citizen.  Giuseppe applied for a U.S. passport for both himself and Cleonice to return to America as a married couple as soon as they were able to arrange the marriage in Italy.  Note that on the Nord America passenger manifest, the age of Giuseppe is listed as 55 (as a result of messy handwriting of the transcriber probably) instead of his proper age of 25.  Cleonice’s age is correct as 23.  Their last name is recorded as Giansola, which makes it more difficult to find the record.  This was probably not intentional:  the writer did not take proper care in making the words and numbers legible in the manifest.   The passenger manifest shows that Giuseppe had $40 in his possession on the voyage, that he and Cleonice were both in good mental and physical health, were on their way to be with Aunt Rosina Armenti in New York at 602 W 6th Street, that they were both from Castelpetroso (although Cleonice was actually born in Roccomandolfi), and that Cleonice was 4 feet 9 inches and Giuseppe was 5 feet 5 inches.  < picture of Nord America ship, Nord America passenger manifest for 10 June 1907>   

From their aunt’s residence in New York, Giuseppe and Cleonice made their way to the Braddock area near Pittsburgh, PA.  Their first daughter Maria Smith’s Certificate of Birth from March 22, 1909 is hand-written.  It shows the county of birth to be Allegheny, the Borough of E. Pittsburgh, street address of 216 Birch Street, 3rd Ward, with the father’s name being Joseph Smith, and the mother’s being Alice Mastantuoni.  The ages of the parents are 27 for Joseph and 25 for Alice.  The birthplace of both parents is Italy; the father’s occupation is an electrician, and the mother’s is housewife.  A physician attended the birth, and the registrar signed the certificate on 2 April 1909.  There is a Delayed Birth Certificate that was certified on 18 March 1960, signed and sworn to by Marie Dolores Smith whose residence was 2612 Jackson Avenue, South Chicago Heights, Ill. The altered information includes the name change to Marie Dolores Smith, father’s name Joseph Anthony Smith whose birthplace is now listed as Wilmerding, PA, and mother’s name Clara Alice Masters whose birthplace is listed as Monongahela City, PA.  A third birth certificate was issued on 3 November 1992 with the information the same as the original one that was filed on 2 April 1909, only this latest one is type-written, has the official seal of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Department of Health, and has the signature of Charles Hardester, the state registrar at the time this one was issued.   (The original hand-written certificate was signed by Mr. H. Hadfield who was the registrar in 1909.)  <See 3 copies of birth certificate of Maria Smith>
Two years and about 5 months later, Giuseppe (now going by Joe A. Smith), and Cleonice (going by Ales Mastantuoni) gave birth to their second daughter whose name appears on the original handwritten birth certificate as Elesabth Smith, born in Allegheny County in the Township of Wilkins on August 30, 1910.  Both parents are listed as having the birthplace of Italy.  Joe is an electrician, and Ales is a housewife.  Sofia Panalta (sp?) attended the birth, and the registrar filed the certificate on 7 September 1920.  <See 2 copies of birth certificate for Elesabth Smith>

Maps of various towns in Allegheny County, PA that have been referenced in documents connected with Giuseppe and several of his acquaintan
ces around the turn of the 19th century include Braddock, Clairton, Wilmerding, Turtle Creek, Duquesne, Wilkins Township, and Monongahela City.  A short description of these towns follows, along with a map showing the relative locations of them.  
Braddock, PA is where Giuseppe first settled.  It is a borough of Allegheny County in southwest PA, about eleven miles east of Pittsburgh.  Braddock is considered the birthplace of steel.  This is where Andrew Carnegie founded the Edgar Thomson Steel company in 1875.  Places where Giuseppe boarded, as mentioned earlier, were 305 Tenth Street and 4 Tenth Street.  These are shown on the map close to the Edgar Thomson Steel Company. https://www.localgeohistory.pro/en/pa/government/pa-braddock-township-defunct
Clairton, PA is the 
TO BE CONTINUED


Section follows showing relative locations of some of the towns in the Braddock area that are associated with Giuseppe Giancola:  Clairton, Braddock, Wilmerding, Turtle Creek, etc.  Map of 1900 Monongahela City near Braddock.  Peter McGrane, relatives in area. Etc.  Baptismal certificates of Marie and Elizabeth.

Next is trip to Chicago Heights.  Train.  Glenwood.  Tattersoll.  Work car wreck on railroad tracks.  Description of houses.  Euclid Avenue.  St. John, St. Ann.  Births and Baptisms of kids.   Emerald Avenue. Victor Chemical Works.

Move to Orlando, FL
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